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THE FOURTH ANNUAL
THE CITY  OF COACHELLA  PRESENTS

The Awakening of the Sleeping Giant



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THE FOURTH ANNUAL OFFICIAL LATINO FILM AND ARTS FESTIVAL TEAMS OF 
WITH THE CITY OF COACHELLA, BRINGING TO BEST OF U.S. LATINX PRO-

DUCED FILMS FROM COAST TO COAST TO THE BIG SCREEN. 

SCREENINGS AND AWARD CEREMONY  From Oct. 11-14 2018 

Coachella / September, 2018 - The Official Latino Film and Arts Festival is back to showcase over 150 short films 
written, directed and/or produced by U.S. Latino filmmakers from diverse communities across the nation. The festi-
val’s mission is to showcase, nurture and support emerging creative American Latinx filmmakers in the United 
States, as well as support culturally inclusive films and filmmakers that present true American diversity. In order to 
help achieve this mission, Official Latino, for the first time ever, is hosting a bi-coastal film festival by screening 
films in New York City and Coachella, California. 

The films presented in Coachella will compete for awards valued at a combined total of $5,000. According to Latinx 
filmmaker, president and founder of Official Latino Film and Arts Festival Danny Hastings, “The City of Coachella 
expressed interest in sponsoring the festival, so we decided to hold the festival in their brand-new library and con-
ference building across the street from City Hall. It is an exciting up-and-coming place with a predominantly Latino 
population offering rich culture, American heritage, history and art.  We have a different focus from other Latino 
Film Festival and is our commitment to the U.S. Latinx filmmakers.” 

In an article published in the Desert Sun, Mayor of Coachella Steve Hernandez stated, “The festival represents an-
other step towards establishing Coachella as a destination for visitors interested in culture and the arts as well as an 
opportunity to capitalize on its now world-famous name. It's a bold move, it's going to put Coachella on the map and 
I think we're definitely in a position to support it.”

Jesus Olivares, a resident of Coachella, stated, “The news of a film and arts festival in the City of Coachella is great 
for our diverse community. For far too long, the City of Coachella has been on the sidelines as other Coachella Val-
ley cities host their own festivals. It’s great to hear that Mr. Hastings is willing to expand his festival to the City of 
Coachella. I can’t wait to attend with my family.”

Centered on the theme of “The Awakening of the Sleeping Giant,” the festival will also feature panel discussions 
hosted by top industry executives and Latinx filmmakers and actors. Culturas Music - Arts, a City of Coachella non-
profit cultural organization, has partnered with Official Latino to oversee the art exhibition and a special musical 
guest performance.

For more information, please visit www.officiallatino.com 

Media Contact: 
Danny Hastings / info@officiallatino.com 
917-375-5351

http://www.officiallatino.com/
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